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EDITORIAL 

It has been a busy time for some key members of the Society and this 
is reflected in the wealth of contributions published in this issue. 

DL 
 

MORE ABOUT PLAQUES 

Active collaboration between this society, the Beeston and District Local 
History Society and the Stapleford and District Local History Society 
continues with our English Heritage inspired plaque scheme. English 
Heritage’s role outside the London area is to encourage local groups to 
run local schemes.  We have accepted this challenge and generally 
follow their advice. Ours is a joint project celebrating people and place, 
visibly linking the past to the present. We see commemorative plaques 
as markers that can inform strangers and locals alike; focussing the 
eye and inviting inquiry.   
 

The Beeston and District Local History Society and the Beeston and 
District Civic Society both started thinking about plaques quite 
independently.  Around eighteen months ago we joined forces along 
with the Stapleford and District Local History Society in an effort to 
promote plaques in Attenborough, Beeston, Chilwell, Toton and 
Stapleford; the area we loosely call southern Broxtowe.  By pooling our 
resources we can achieve more: which is useful as we are learning that 
putting up plaques is neither simple nor easy.  
 

What it involves 

Over the months we have established an agreed local format, a 
supplier and a routine for dealing with an initial dozen locations we 
have chosen as a beginning.   There are many things to think about.  
Self evidently the subject is important, involving thorough research 
from primary sources to accurately unearth basic information about the 
individuals and the associated places.  This is easier said than done, as 
John Beckett noted when commenting on the history of the Beeston 
Village Cross at the 7th May unveiling ceremony. 
 

Then there are permissions to seek from owners, tenants and others. 
These include consultations with planners and seeking formal planning 
consent in some circumstances.  Funding is something we deal with on 
a plaque by plaque basis, which also can be difficult and time 
consuming to arrange.  All this is done before a plaque is ordered.  Our 
manufacturer, Leander of Buxton, specialises in supplying the National 
Trust and many local authorities.  They are well practised at what they 
do, offering good value for money by carrying out the full process of 
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setting out, casting and painting in-house. Actually attaching a plaque 
to a wall or into the ground is another part of the process. 
 

While all this is going on we have to consider arrangements for 
unveiling; something that can involve more time and organisation than 
the combined process of researching, seeking permissions and ordering 
the plaque itself.  The Sir John Borlase Warren plaque – a magnificent 
bronze affair set into the Walter Parker VC Memorial Square in 
Stapleford – has involved Barbara Brooke in dealing with three 
councils, several services associations and the office of the Lord 
Lieutenant of the County while organising the 18th May ceremony.  
Unveilings are not all quite this elaborate, but they are an important 
part of the sequence, not least in building bridges between our various 
communities and in raising awareness of the connections between our 
familiar surroundings and our less familiar past.  Then there is the 
follow-on to deal with matters arising from the unveiling. 
Finally there is a stage we have not reached yet in providing 
explanatory material to complement the plaques. There is only so 
much you can say on a disc the size of a large dinner plate containing 
about twenty words. 
 

The first dozen 

In the first round we are aiming to have all twelve plaques in place by 
this time next year.  So far we have unveiled five. We started in August 
2010 with T H Barton, pioneer of motor transport, unveiled at the 
Barton office in High Road, Chilwell by Sir Neil Cossons, former 
Chairman of English Heritage and 
himself a Beeston man. On 22nd March 
2011 a second was unveiled to Arthur 
Mee (see also page 5) at the Arthur 
Mee Centre in Stapleford by Alan Mee, 
a nephew.   
 

Sir Neil Cossons returned on Saturday 
7th May to unveil two more.  One to 
his father, Arthur Cossons (see also page 5), a distinguished 

headmaster, author and historian; and 
another commemorating Beeston’s 14c 
Village Cross (see also page 6) found and 
rescued by Arthur Cossons. Both plaques 
are in the grounds of the Manor Centre, 
formerly the Church Street Junior Schools 
where Arthur Cossons was headmaster of 
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the Junior Boys from 1932 to 1958.  Arthur Cossons was passionate 
about local history which made it particularly appropriate that his son 
and daughter participated in the unveiling, assisted by Margaret Cooper 
for the Village Cross. Eight members of the Cossons family attended 
from three generations.  
 

It was the turn of Colonel Timothy Richmond, Vice Lord Lieutenant of 
the County, to unveil the bronze plaque to Admiral Sir John Borlase 
Warren (see also page 7) at 11.00am on Wednesday 18th May in the 
Walter Parker VC Memorial Square 
in Stapleford.  This was an 
occasion for military precision with 
uniforms, standard bearers, 
bosun’s pipes and a former Royal 

Marine bugle major.  
The memorial 
ceremony was led by Reverend Peter Huxtable, Vicar of 
Stapleford; followed by Stapleford Town Council’s kind 
invitation to the Carnegie Centre in Warren Avenue 
afterwards for refreshments.  

 

On order are plaques to General Ireton, son in law of Oliver 
Cromwell, to be placed in Attenborough; and one to Thomas Humber, 
cycle, motorcycle and car manufacturer, to be attached to the Humber 
building in Humber Road here in Beeston. 
Others are planned to Bendigo, the prize fighter; Dr John Clifford 
the Baptist Union President; Francis Wilkinson of Anglo-Scotian Mills; 
Edward Joseph Lowe, a founder of the Meteorological Society; and 
the Manor House.  Again all are in Beeston. 
 

Local identity 

I hope that this gives a feeling for the variety and scope of the scheme.  
While we do not want to swamp our area with blue plaques we do have 
a few others for further research, but we are looking for more names 
and more benefactors, so let us have your ideas.  Do not be afraid to 
put names forward.  We are also looking for more active committee 
members.  This is a project that is trying to develop a sense of 
awareness about history, architecture and people and, hopefully, will 
encourage a clear sense of local identity.  We are showing that South 
Broxtowe is a place where interesting people have done special things.  
Help us to bring the past into the present. 

PR 
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Arthur Mee (1875-1943) 

Arthur Mee was born into a working class family in Stapleford in 1875. Arthur’s 

formal education lasted till he was 14 years old. A friend later wrote that he 

left school a sound English scholar, but had no aptitude for chemistry, 

mechanics, or geometry, and later as an editor he imagined that present-day 

pupils might have been equally unattracted by these subjects. Hence his 

disinclination to the use of technical terms in his publications for the young.  

In 1889 he started as a copy-holder for the Nottingham Evening Post, before 

moving to first work for one of the London newspapers, and then becoming 

free-lance.  Arthur married Amy Fratson and they had one daughter, Marjorie 

who, like other children, was full of questions, and this led to the publication of 

The Children’s Encyclopedia.  Arthur Mee’s books 

proved extremely popular with adults and children 

alike because of the enthusiasm he showed for his 

topic. There are scientists and historians today 

who credit Arthur Mee with introducing them to the 

subject that later became their specialty.  

He also produced a number of biographies, a 

Children’s Bible, Children’s Shakespeare, books of 

travels around England and Europe, and various 

anthologies of quotations from great men and women of the past. He also 

founded and edited the Children’s Newspaper, and was dubbed “journalist in 

chief to British youth”. 

Arthur Mee stood up boldly for Christian principles, while at the same time he 

was a staunch believer in evolution. His writings also reflect his intense 

patriotism and his optimism that the world was getting better, and would 

continue to do so for the rising generation.  Arthur Mee died suddenly in May 

1943, following an operation. 
RM 

 

Arthur Cossons (1893-1963) 

Arthur Cossons was born in Taunton Somerset, in 1893. 

Acutely shy, he developed an early fascination for geology 

and natural history and turned his hand to painting and 

drawing.  After leaving school he worked as an outfitters' 

assistant and served in the Royal Army Medical Corps during 

the First World War, returning home as a quartermaster 

sergeant. 

He enrolled on a post-war emergency teachers' training 

course and started work at Church Street School, Beeston.  

After a spell as head teacher at Lenton Abbey Junior School he became head 

teacher at Church Street Junior Boys' School, Beeston, in 1932 – a post he held 

until he retired in 1958. 

By this time he was deeply involved in local history, publishing extensively on 

the turnpikes of Nottinghamshire and other counties.  In March 1929 Arthur 

Cossons called the attention of the district council to an oblong stone, which 

formed part of the wall in Church Lane. He believed this to be part of the ‘shaft’ 
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of the original village cross.  Arthur had the stone erected outside the girls’ and 

infants’ building of Church Street schools, where it stands today (see below).  

He joined the Historical Association, the Thoroton Society and the National 

Union of Teachers.  Arthur worked on an unpublished history of Beeston, 

eventually producing a definitive account of the enclosure of its open fields.  He 

later worked on a series of BBC school broadcasts on "moving things", and 

compiled for the Journal a daily feature called Do You Know Your District?, 

which answered local history questions, and a long-running series titled Those 

Were the Days.  Arthur also developed a much-praised school museum at 

Church Street, based on the huge collection cluttering his Beeston home. 

Arthur married Evelyn Edith Bettle at Chilwell Road Methodist Church on 

Coronation Day, 1937.  In the Second World War, he was an ARP warden and 

continued to add to his school museum collections and his own substantial 

library.  One of Arthur's enduring campaigns was to see a county museum 

service established. This received the go-ahead two months before he died in 

1963. 
DL etc 

 

Beeston Village Cross 

Beeston has one of 238 listed Village Crosses noted on English Heritage’s 

Images of England website,. It is described as 

Grade II: ‘Village Cross. C14. Re-sited and 

restored c.1860. Dressed stone. Square base. 

Tapered shaft approximately 3ft high. [The re-

siting is of course incorrect since it was Arthur 

Cossons (see above) in 1929 who 

masterminded its placing on the site where it 

stands today.  However, it probably dates from 

the fourteenth century and seems to have 

been removed from its original position around 1860.]   

Albert Stapleton, in his book Nottinghamshire Crosses, published in 1912, 

wrote of Beeston: A local historical pamphlet of 1873 refers to the site of the 

village cross as the reputed scene of a former corn-market. A directory of 1876 

states that some vestiges of an old stone cross had remained on the spot in 

question within the preceding twenty years. The same open space is yet known 

as "The Cross." 

Also Robert Mellors wrote in 1916: The Cross was closely connected with the 

church. The name only is retained, for the structure is gone. Its site joins the 

Manor House, which was the centre of village authority in the olden time. Here, 

where four cross roads met; there stood according to tradition, for there is no 

historical evidence, a stone erection, with steps surmounted by a cross. It was 

not only a meeting place, it may have been as tradition says a corn market, 

but the object for its erection was as a stimulant to devotion, the cross being 

typical of the greatest self-sacrifice known in history. "He (Christ) loved us and 

gave Himself for us," was the lesson taught. In the olden times there would, on 

occasions such as harvest festivals, be processions from the church, round the 

cross and back. 
JB 
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Admiral Sir John Borlase Warren (1753-1822) 

Born in Stapleford Hall on 2nd September 1753, he inherited the lapsed Borlase 

baronetcy in 1775.   

He first entered the navy in 1771, as able seaman, 

while also studying at Cambridge and gaining an MA.  

He rose through the officer ranks (as First Lieutenant 

he served on the Victory in 1779, under Sir Charles 

Hardy) to Admiral of the White in 1810.  In 1794 his 

capture of three French frigates had led to him being 

honoured as a Knight Companion of the Order of the 

Bath (KB) by King George 111.  In 1796 his squadron 

captured or destroyed some 220 vessels and in 1798, 

he defeated a French fleet planning to invade Ireland - 

a special medallion was struck bearing his effigy on one 

face.  

After a few years away he returned to the navy, first to the Channel then as 

Commander-in-Chief in North America, battling first the French and then the 

Americans.   

As a politician, he was MP first for Great Marlow at age of 21, then for 

Nottingham 1797 to 1806 and then for Buckingham.  He was sworn as a Privy 

Councillor in 1802 then as Admiral the Rt Hon Sir John Borlase Warren and he 

saw diplomatic service as British Ambassador to the Russian Court at St 

Petersburg. As a freemason he achieved high office, as the Provincial Grand 

Master first for Derbyshire then for Nottinghamshire until his death in 1822.  

He was awarded the GCB (Knight Grand Cross of the Order of the Bath) in 

1815 and an Honorary DCL (Oxford) in 1814. He was also a Justice of the 

Peace for the County of Nottingham and in earlier years he was appointed 

Groom of the Bedchamber to his friend HRH the Duke of Clarence.  Nottingham 

Corporation also made him a Freeman of the town in 1794. 

He married Caroline Clavering on 12th Dec 1780.  He died on 27th February 

1822 whilst on a visit to a friend in Greenwich Hospital and is buried at Stratton 

Audley in Oxfordshire. 
AC 

 

= = = = = = = = 
 

COMMITTEE NEWS 

Your Help is wanted 

We always need more help with the Society's “work”, whether it be 
help in organising Speaker evenings, Heritage Open Days and Guided 
Walks, help in producing publications for sale or the Newsletter, help in 
updating and improving the Web site, looking after the administration 
of the Society or help in representing the Society at public events such 
as the Beeston Carnival.  If you have the inclination to play a part in 
some way, please let any committee member know.    
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= = = = = = = = 
 

MEMBERS NEWS 
 

We are pleased to welcome, Stewart Craven from Stapleford, 
Richard & Irene Eddleston from Chilwell, Arran Linton-Smith from 
Chilwell, Rod Sladen from Beeston and Julian Tomlin from Chilwell, 
as recent new Members.      
 

Professor Brian Tate 1921-2011                  

The Society is sad to record the death of one of its faithful supporters 
and past officer, Professor Brian Tate, who died in the early hours of 
Monday 21st February after bravely fighting several years of ill-health.  
Before becoming a Nottingham citizen Brian had served in India and 
Burma where as Staff Captain he commanded a detachment of 
Gurkhas. He was very proud to be the owner of the Burma Star. It was 
on his return from war service that he completed his studies in French 
and Spanish at Queen’s University, Belfast and subsequently embarked 
on a distinguished academic career.  
 

In 1956 Brian came with his family to Nottingham where he built up 
the Department of Spanish Studies acting as Professor Until1983. He 
was a revered Hispanist and gained many an academic distinction for 
his work. He had an especial interest in Catalan and received 
prestigious awards from both Girona and Barcelona for his work on the 
Catalan and related languages .The United 
Kingdom too acknowledged his exceptional 
scholarship by electing him to be a Fellow of 
the British Academy. 
  

With his son, he produced a beautifully 
illustrated Phaidon Press book on the 
Pilgrimage to Santiago Compostella, a 
journey which he himself had undertaken.  
 

We extend our sincere sympathy to Beth 
and the family in this time of deep loss and 
hope that she, Beth, will continue to find both interest and friendship 
as a Civic Society member. 

JC 
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Professor Robert Markus, 1924-2010 

It is with great sadness that the Society records the death of Professor 
Robert Austin Markus on 8th December last year.  
 

A requiem mass was held at Our Lady of the Assumption, Beeston, on 
Wednesday 22nd December 2010 at the height of the winter freeze, 
making it difficult for many mourners to pay their respects. This led to 
a well attended memorial service on the 7th May held in the Law and 
Social Sciences Building in the University of Nottingham. 
 

Robert has been described as one of the finest historians of his 
generation.  Born in Budapest, his family moved to Switzerland and 
then to England in 1939, where he attended school in Glossop before 
going on to read chemistry at the University of Manchester in 1942.  He 
spent the end of the war years using these skills to make margarine.  
 

Peace restored he turned to medieval philosophy and to the Church, 
spending four years as a Dominican. Margaret Bullen and Robert were 
married in 1955.  Robert’s university career continued in the 
Department of Medieval History at Liverpool, followed by his 
appointment to the Chair of Medieval History at the University of 
Nottingham in 1974, when Robert and Margaret came to Beeston.  
After early retirement in 1982 he accepted a visiting fellowship to the 
Institute for Advanced Studies in Princeton where he continued his 
scholarly work, both as a respected historian and as a theologian.  He 
was president of the Ecclesiastical History Society and he was elected a 
fellow of the British Academy. Abroad he was president of the 
Association Internationale d’Etudes Patristiques and he received an 
OBE for services to ecclesiastical history.  
 

Robert greatly enjoyed music.  His 
memorial service, recalling incidents 
and anecdotes from childhood 
onwards through his distinguished 
academic career, was punctuated by 
exquisite Mozart interludes; with his 
daughter-in-law Lynsey Marsh playing 
clarinet in a Mozart Quintet for 
Clarinet and Strings. He is 
remembered as one of the foremost 
scholars of St Augustine and St 

Gregory: a great encourager, gracious, unpretentious and learned.   
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We might have caught glimpses of Robert cycling around Beeston or 
swimming and, as a regular supporter of the Civic Society, attending 
our meetings. Many of us were simply not aware of his achievements 
and his international reputation; such was his humility. He was quiet, 
warm and approachable, with just a hint of mischief. He is sadly 
missed.  We offer our sincere sympathy to Margaret and to his family. 

PR 
 

A Message from the Membership Secretary 

We have nearly 200 members of whom some 40 attend our winter 
programme of speakers, and we produce four Newsletters per year, so 
to keep in more regular contact we do send out messages by e-mail to 
members, where we know their e-mail addresses.  
However, even some of those messages are getting 
bounced back because our records are out-of-date. 
 

Can you please send an email to 

beestoncivicsociety@gmail.com  with your name 
(forename and surname) in the subject box, 

and we will ensure that our records are up-to-date. 
 

We also rely on our records for the delivery of the Newsletter so even if 
you do not have an email account, do please keep us up-to date with 
your postal address by contacting  Eileen Atherton, 4 Penrhyn 
Crescent, Chilwell, Notts. NG9 5NZ, phone: 0115 967 7260. 

= = = = = = = = 
 

EVENTS 
 

Heritage Open Day’s 2011:  

Once again we are pleased to announce an interesting mixture of 
venues and events taking place during September, on Friday 9th, 
Saturday 10th and Sunday 11th as part of this popular national occasion.  
As well as retaining many favourites we have added some new venues 
which we believe you will also enjoy.  So do make a note in your diary 
to keep that week-end free for this “packed programme”.  The full 
details will appear in a programme to be enclosed with the August 
edition of the Newsletter, but here is a summary to whet your appetite; 
 

ATTENBOROUGH:  

� St.Mary’s Church (Sat. & Sun.) Tour of church, gravestones of 
people killed in WWI Chilwell shell explosion 
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BEESTON: 

� Beeston Muslim Centre (Sat.)  
� Boots archive & museum collections (Sat. prebooking 

essential, see below) – rare visit  
� Guiding in Beeston (Sat.) - Local Guiding in 2010 and beyond,  
� HOD Walk (Sun.) - Beeston Heritage Trail: Beeston Old Village   
� John Clifford Primary School (Sat.) – Victorian school building  
� Traditional Morris & Sword Dancing (Sat.) – in The Square then 

The Hop Pole, and finally Bartons Garage  
BRAMCOTE:  

� Old Church Tower (Sat. & Sun.) - aka “the Sunken Church” 13th 
Century Church Tower and grounds  

� St.John’s College (Sat.) - Open Afternoon Grade II Listed building   
CHILWELL:  

� Bartons (Sat.) - East Midlands Road Transport History.  Also 
Beeston & District Local History exhibition  

� Chilwell Depot (Fri. prebooking essential, see below) A rare 
opportunity to see the memorial of the 1918 Explosion  

� Christ Church (Sat.) - Parish Church, built 1904  
� G.H.Hurt (Sat.) - rare historic machines at work plus try your hand 

at finishing a shawl in the traditional Shetland way   
� Inham Nook Allotments (Sat.) – incl vegetables, free range eggs, 

homemade bread and garden supplies for sale 
STAPLEFORD:  
� St John's C of E Primary School (Sat.) Believed to be the oldest 

building still operating as a School in Nottinghamshire  
� St.Helen’s Parish Church (Sat. & Sun.) 13th Century with 

memorials to Robert Tevery & George John Borlase Warren   
� Stapleford Town Trail (Sun.) - A circular route round the historic 

centre 
 

Essential Pre-Booking; 
Once again the Society is organising a visit on Friday 9th September to 
Chilwell Depot (MOD), starting at 1.00.p.m. and lasting approximately 2 
hours.  This event always proves very popular and every year we exceed the 
numbers allowed and have to disappoint some people.  Booking is essential as 
everyone has to be cleared by the MOD so please contact Mick Atherton, 
Telephone 0115 9677260 or email: michael.atherton@ntlworld.com 
The Society has also arranged a unique opportunity to view material from the 
Boots archive and museum collections on Saturday 10th September at 
Boots UK, D122 Archives & Records Centre, Thane Road.  Timed visits will take 
place at: 10:00am, 11:45am, 1:30pm (and possibly 3:15pm).  Numbers are 
strictly limited so booking is essential.  If you wish to attend please contact 
Judith Wright, Telephone 0115 9593472 or email: judith.wright@boots.co.uk. 
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= = = = = = = = 
 

GUIDED WALKS 2011 

Once more we have organised a short programme of 
guided walks and Groundwork Greater Nottingham have 
included them in the Borough of Broxtowe Guided Walks 
2011 leaflet.  Details of our first two Walks are shown 
below, and you are encouraged to pass this information on 
to all your friends and neighbours. 

____ 

Victorian and Edwardian Middle Class Estates in Chilwell and 

Beeston 
Date: Thursday 9th June 2011  Time:  6.45 p.m. 

Distance:  2 miles  Duration: just over 2 hours  

A linear walk, starting at the Hop Pole on Chilwell High Road and 
ending near Beeston Police Station. 

This walk takes in four residential estates built in the nineteenth and early 
twentieth centuries. The first of these is the Cottage Grove estate, laid out in 
1848 (and now a conservation area), and then the walk will pass through the 
Belle Vue Park (1881), the Imperial Park, and the St John’s Grove area (1878: 
conservation area 1994)., It will give you some idea of how middle and lower 
middle class housing areas were created on the rising slopes towards 
Bramcote, at different periods and with different social classes in mind. 

Walk leader:  Prof. John Beckett 

Contact:  Dave Lovesy, 0115 925 2577 

Meeting place:  Hop Pole public house, High Road (Chilwell) / 
Chilwell Road (Beeston), NGR SK 520 360 

____ 
Beeston Heritage Trail: Beeston east end    

Date: Thursday 28th July 2011  Time:  7:00 p.m. 

Distance:  just over 2 miles  Duration: 2½ hours  

A linear walk, starting on Queens Road at the former Valley Mission 
(now Denz Children’s Play Centre). 

Starting from Queens Road, built as a bypass, we work our way through a 
former industrial area, with terraces of housing for its workers, an unusual war 
memorial, and then a scientific observatory built by a local FRS, before 
finishing near to Dagfa House. 

Walk leaders:  Robin Phillips and Alan Dance 

Contact:  Eileen Atherton, 0115 967 7260  
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Meeting place:  131 Queens Road, at the former Valley Mission 
(now Denz Children’s Play Centre), NGR SK 536 369, opposite 

Texaco garage. 

 

= = = = = = = = 
 

SPEAKERS PROGRAMME 2011-2012 

More notes for your diary as Mick Atherton has again prepared an 
interesting mix of Speakers for our Winter programme: 
 

Friday 14th October 2011  

Julian Owen MBE RIBA FRSA,  

‘A local Architects Experience with the Planning System’ 

Friday 11th November 2011 AGM followed by 
Mr Din ‘Views of a Muslim Cleric in Western Society’ 

Friday 9th December 2011  

Cllr Tom Pettengell ‘A lifetime in Local Politics’ 

Friday 13th January 2012  

Major Wright, Chilwell MOD ‘Military Matters’ 
Friday, 10th February 2012.  

Edwina Woodland, Severn Trent Water Ltd  
Education Co-Ordinator 

Friday, 10th March 2012.  

Ioan Read Aspley, Nottingham City Council   
‘A Further update on the NET Phase 2 Development’ 

 

= = = = = = = = 

 

WILLIAM JESSOP AND THE TRENT a talk given by Tom Woodcock, 
Heritage Advisor from British Waterways, on February 11th.   

 

One man and his dog walking along the 
side of the Trent Navigation Canal may 
seem unremarkable enough. But – the 
determination to seek out the partly 
overgrown towpaths with the frequent 
use of a camera along the way hinted 
at the serious purpose of this man’s 
journey.  In fact, Tom Woodcock was 
purposefully surveying the Canal area 

and monitoring those structures which relate to past usage and 
development of this once important waterway.  He was using the 
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background surveys and work of the engineer William Jessop of Newark 
as his guide. 
 

Very early use of the  River Trent for carrying goods across country is 
well documented but if the waterway was to match the needs of late 
18th century industrial England it required serious  professional 
attention.  In 1782 William Jessop had surveyed the Trent and reported 
on possible improvements to Trent Navigation. He was appointed as 
Chief Engineer to the newly formed Trent Navigation Company in 1783, 
and his plans for improving the stretch of river from Stoke to 
Gainsborough were accepted.  With hired labour the staged work went 
ahead and by 1787 boats carrying 30 tons of goods could navigate the 
Trent waterway with relative safety, but this was not enough.  It had 
proved essential to dredge some 67 shallows to enable these heavier 
cargoes to be carried. In addition, `cuts’ and `by-passes` were 
engineered while `dams`, sometimes willow-based, were developed 
where necessary. Within Jessop’s plan `locks’ were created and 
bridges` built as the work progressed further downstream. Towpaths 
were improved and extended, often through private land. The latter 
involved rental and maintenance arrangements with the landowners 
who accepted the installation of specially designed `clapper gates’ 
allowing controlled progress of the towing horses along their land. 
 

On his lonely heritage trail Tom Woodcock came across and recorded a 
remarkable number of Jessop-related structures and artefacts and the 
audience much appreciated sharing his discoveries.  Particularly 
interesting were the engineering improvements relating to our local 
stretch of the canal. The Beeston Lock development with its keeper’s 
cottage was an early undertaking.  The  Beeston`cut’, built to link with 
the Nottingham Canal and to by-pass dangerous shallows and rapids at 
Wilford, and that at nearby Holme Pierrepont were made as early as 

1793.  The associated Clifton Basin was 
further developed to collect excess flood 
water from the storms.  `Bridges’ were 
built in this area and also upstream at the  
Sawley Lock.   A most interesting survival 
is the `turnover bridge’ at Beeston 
(pictured here) on which can be traced the 
rope marks testifying to horses’ hauling 
efforts in past turnover manoeuvring. 

 

Unfortunately, a number of the original bridges have gone and other 
structures were reported to be in a sad state of repair. Flood protection 
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activity and other land work projects had played their part in obscuring 
or removing some of the original work. Further, many of the related 
rent and maintenance arrangements with landowners have now lapsed 
and some land is in new ownership. Of the 300 `clapper gates` which 
the Company had erected by 1802 only one third are now in position 
and half of these are in disrepair.  Indeed, it is clear that financing 
repairs and replacements is essential for the heritage team to fulfil its 
role adequately and the sympathetic reaction of Tom’s audience was 
indicated by a Society member’s question raising the possibility of 
charitable help.  Certainly, it would be sad to watch this unique part of 
our heritage crumble away. 
 

 The Trent Navigational Canal may no longer act as a major transport 
route but the gravel boats and pleasure craft that from time to time 
glide past not only act as  reminders of past achievements but assure 
us that this waterway is still navigable.   Is it possible, perhaps, that 
this canal which was such an extremely important transport route in 
the 19th century may regain its economic importance in the future?     

JC 

= = = = = = = = 
   

NET PHASE 2 – AN UPDATE, a talk to a full house, on 11th March, by 
Beeston resident Ioan Reed-Aspley (Marketing and Communications 
Manager, Nottingham City Council), Anne-Marie Barclay (NET 
Monitoring Officer) and Lucy Smithson (Marketing and Communications 
Project Manager, Nottingham City Council).  Ioan gave a brief summary 
of the tram scheme to date 
and acknowledged that 
local people are keenly 
divided on the topic. He 
was not able to give a 
precise timetable for 
construction. This matter 
would be tackled in talks 
between Nottingham City Council and the successful bidder. In the 
meantime Line 1 continued to operate successfully as it had done from 
the start. In the 1980s Nottinghamshire County Council had taken a 
leading role, although this was no longer the case. They had considered 
the distribution of population and employment in the county and 
neighbouring areas. Also the "travel to work" area associated with 
the city has a population of 787,000, which is greater than either 
Sheffield or Liverpool. This area had a major traffic congestion 
problem. From the mid-1980s Nottingham Development Enterprise (a 
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partnership of public and private bodies) had recognised the need for a 
thriving local economy with efficient public transport as the essential 
key to progress. 
 

The £200M Line 1 was opened in 2004 as a 
"light rail" people mover supporting local 
services and businesses in what had been a 
"heavy rail" county. Construction was one of 
the largest and more successful Private Finance 
Initiatives. It could be shown that Line 1 had 
met the challenge of congestion where there had been a demonstrable 
reduction of some 8% - which was not necessarily true of all such 
services in the UK. The construction of Line 1 had proved to be a major 
learning exercise, particularly as disruption in the city had to be kept to 
a minimum. Powered by a 750 volt overhead system 10km of 
the 14km track was off-street, while 23 stops had been provided. The 
success of the project had been marked by several awards.  
 

For Phase 2, the "wider spread" was estimated to cost c. £500M. The 
Clifton route was a classic "light rail" project, whereas the Beeston 
route, although said to be one of the best schemes in the country and 
meeting many of the desirable criteria would be more difficult to build. 
The route was to be 9.8km in length (with 15 stops) and would carry 8 
trams per hour. Tenders had been invited in 2009. There were two 
bidders:   1. Arrow, which included Nottingham City Transport as the 
operator and 2. Tramlink Nottingham, which included Trent Barton as 
the operator. The Nottinghamshire County Council is no longer involved 
as a major partner in the scheme and a reduction of 20% in 
government funding is expected. Details of the funding arrangements 
were expected to be announced in the near future, so the presentation 
to the society was timely. Perhaps the most controversial aspect of the 
funding was the source of the City Council's contribution, which was 
proposed to be met by a work place parking levy. 

 

Although still subject to discussion 
with the successful bidder, it was 
anticipated that construction would 
begin by the end of 2011 with the 
whole project "up and running" by 
2014. Further details are available at 
www.netphasetwo.com 
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The main thrust of the argument in favour of the tram system was that 
it would be a very beneficial urban area investment with a yield of £5 
for every £2 invested. It had been calculated that some 8,000 new jobs 
would be generated. The whole approach to the new provision in phase 
2 would be one of consultation with all of those who might be affected 
by the project. 
 
Anne-Marie Barclay then described the route through Beeston and 
Chilwell from the western end of University Boulevard to the new park 
and ride site adjacent to Bardill's Nursery. Many in the audience were 
keenly interested in the details of the route and numerous queries and 
interjections arose from the floor.  Anne-Marie confirmed that the 
estimated travel time from Bardill's to the centre of Beeston would be 

approximately 10 minutes.  A decision was awaited from Henry Boot, 
the developers for the redesigned Beeston Square. It was known that 
Broxtowe Borough Council was hoping to see a major retailer such as 
Marks & Spencer attracted to the shopping area. The outcomes of 
discussions and decisions of third parties were eagerly awaited. 
Residents and traders from the most constricted sections of the route 
from the University Boulevard, through the town centre and thence 
along the High Road were advised that the scheme allowed for the 
construction of new crossovers, lay bys, parking areas and light-
controlled pedestrian crossings. On certain central area sections, walls 
would be provided and constructed subject to the approval of Broxtowe 
Borough Council. Contentious right turns such as those on the southern 
approach to Devonshire Avenue would be the subject of more detailed 
discussion and consultation. Members were very interested in the route 
illustrated though Styring Street, the bus interchange and the turn 
towards the High Road.  Compensation for traders would be similar to 
that agreed in the case of Hyson Green. With the aid of slide maps the 
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redisposition of the culvert to the west of Bramcote Lane was also 
described as too was the light-controlled access to the park and ride 
site. The concerns of cyclists were also raised and they would be given 
the opportunity to make representations during consultations. 
 

Lucy Smithson concluded the presentation by looking forward at the 
next 15 years and taking an overview of new services. She anticipated 
a half hour journey from the park and ride site to the Nottingham 
railway station, which itself is undergoing major redevelopment 
including provision for connections to Phase 2 of the tram scheme. It 
was hoped that this part of the work would also be completed by the 
end of 2014. A fully integrated transport ticket facility was the intended 
outcome of a service review, thus increasing the flexibility of urban 
travel and also addressing incidentally the problem of uncollected fares. 
 

Lucy offered some interesting statistics: 
� Nottingham was "the least car dependent city" in the UK. 
� Since the coming of the tram on Line 1, there has been an 8% 

increase in the usage of public transport. 
� Nottingham has the highest UK use of the bus pass per person. 

    

She then speculated on future "tram" lines including an extension of 
the existing service from Phoenix Park and an extension (of Line 2) 
from Chilwell to Ilkeston/Stapleford and/or Sandiacre. 
  

In response to questions, the NET Team assured the large and lively 
audience that, should the net spread wider, they propose to embark on 
a programme of regular consultations as the scheme goes ahead. 
Indeed they would regard this meeting itself as the first of many. 
(Note, arrangements have been made for Ioan Reed-Aspley and his 
team to return on March 10th 2012 to give us a further “update” - Ed.) 

BL 

 = = = = = = = = 
 

TO THE EDITOR 
 

Dear Editor and sub-committee, 
We noted with interest your proposal to create a conservation area on 
our street in the Newsletter.   As the owners of number 81 Dovecote 
Lane, Victor Hugo Villas we are supportive of the proposal and would 
like to learn more about what this might mean for us.  Please add us to 
the email distribution list. 
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You may be interested to know some further details about the 6 
Victorian semi-detached villas of which ours is one: 
The land upon which the villas were built belonged to Frederick William 
Parsons of Risley Hall.  In July 1886, John Rodger Anderson, an 
Ironmonger living at Elm Villa Queens Road bought the 1876 sq yards 
on which the six villas now stand for £625.  Dovecote Lane was then 
called Rylands Road, but Barton Street and Grove Street had their 
current names.  In March 1887, John Anderson borrowed £1,400 from 
John Turpin – presumably to finance the building of the villas. The 
mortgage reflects that 4 villas had been build at this stage (Garibaldi 
and Washington). 
John Anderson raised a further £700 in August 1887 to finance the 
building of the next two villas on the southern end of the property 
(Victor Hugo) which the mortgage deed says were under construction 
at this time. What is now 81 Dovecote Lane was at that point called 11 
Rylands Road. It is interesting to speculate about John Anderson's 
political persuasions given his choice of names for the villas! 
In November 1889, the mortgage, now for a total of £2,100 was 
transferred to Ann Foster and Mary Hannah Foster, both of Sherwood 
Rise. 
In 1906, ownership for all six villas transferred into the name of John 
Anderson's wife, Eliza Anne Anderson. At this time, the mortgage 
reflects that Messrs Jackson, Collinson, Mason, Clark, Hemsley and 
Limb were living there – presumably renting from Mrs Anderson.  
Mrs Anderson owned the property until she sold the current number 81 
Dovecote Lane to Ellen Felkin of Rose Grove in August 1925 - number 
81 was called number 57 Dovecote Lane when this transaction took 
place, something worth noting for census research. At this point, Mrs 
Anderson was living next door at 59 Dovecote Lane. The mortgage was 
still in the Foster family having been passed down to Thomas Parkin 
Foster of Cavendish Lodge. 
 There are some covenants attached to the property which give clues to 
the earlier history of the area of Rylands Road/Dovecote Lane which we 
will forward on in due course. 
Yours faithfully, 
Paul Blomerus and Alexandra Lesk Blomerus 

= = = = = = = = 
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