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Editors Comments 

The unstoppable calendar turns, seemingly ever faster as you 

get older, and so we find ourselves at the summer edition. So 

far it’s been a pretty typical British summer, central heating 

back on in June then within a week or so, record-breaking 

temperatures. 

The civic society hasn’t been slumbering in the heat however, 

although the monthly talks are in the closed season, work still 

continues, Caroline has been busy monitoring the new council 

committees and as a committee, we have been making plans 

for the coming year. Talking of which, page 10 Of this 

newsletter lists the talks for the forthcoming season, starting in 

September. 

The civic society gazebo was at the Canalside Heritage Day, 

which, considering there were a number of other local events 

on the same day, was well attended and we got to meet and 

talk to many new people. Our next event was the Summer 

Carnival which was again very well attended, probably better 

attended than last years where the weather was much better.   

I’m sure most of you will know by now that the White Lion is 

currently closed. As a result, we have moved our monthly 

coffee mornings, (next one is 17th August), to “The Commercial” 

on Wollaton Road, usual times apply. 

Professor John Beckett has thus far led two of his informative 

and enjoyable walks through Beeston. On the first walk, we 

looked at the growth of the east side of Beeston, powered by 

the likes of Thomas Humber and the Beeston Boiler Company. 

On the second walk, John looked at the development of the 

other side of Beeston and the various freehold estates created 

on the Beeston/Chilwell border. Both walks had in excess of 30 

participants, despite the weather on the second event. There is 
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one more walk, which will form part of the Heritage Open Days 

events, more of that later in this newsletter. 

I’d like to end with a heartfelt wish for a speedy recovery to 

Jean Cameron. Many of you may know that she suffered a fall 

lately but I’m so glad to report that she is on the mend. Jean is 

an essential part of our editorial team and committee so from all 

of us, get well soon. 

As always I hope you enjoy the newsletter and of course if you 

feel the need to write something about our area or heritage I 

would love to feature it in a future newsletter.  

Jim Donaghie 

 

 

 

 

Santander Bank Saga. 

The Treasurer Rob Murphy and I have been trying for nearly 

three years to get our Santander changed from a postal 

account to an online account. It has taken many phone calls, 

letters, sending our passports and driving licences and them 

speaking to a previous Committee member who was a 

Signatory to finally get them to understand that Rob and I now 

run the account and needed to be signed up. 

 I am pleased to tell you we have this week been  transferred to 

an online account so we can keep track of all of our money still 

in there! We would still prefer it if you would cancel your direct 

debit to them and change it to our HSBC account but it’s not so 

urgent now, we were worried because of there only being 

activity on the account once a year, on October 1st when your 
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subs are paid in, that they might just close the account due to 

lack of use.  

If you are happy to change to HSBC these are the details. 

 HSBC Sort code 40-10-06 Account number 62540665   

Thank you. 

Judy Sleath 

 

 

 

 

PROPOSED STOPPING UP OF UNREGISTERED PUBLIC 
RIGHT OF WAY - LAND SOUTH-EAST OF B&M STYRING 
STREET AND STATION ROAD, BEESTON  

 

An application had been received by the Council for a public 
path diversion order to stop up the footpath adjoining the 
building currently occupied by B&M Stores running from Styring 
Street to Station Road at the side of the former bus station.  

Page 1 Agenda Item 5. RESOLVED that the Stopping Up Order 
be made. 

We wrote to Ruth Hyde about the closing of the pavement that 
runs alongside B&M and goes to the crossing for Tesco and 
how this was going to inconvenience everyone by making them 
walk around, either through the Square or round the bottom of 
the fenced area opposite The Star. This is the response from a 
member of staff: 

 

Thank you for your letter of 3rd July which the Chief Executive 
Ruth Hyde has asked me to reply to. 



6 

I apologise for my delay in replying. 

 

We do, of course, acknowledge that the almost inevitable pro-
longed closure of the path will cause added distance and 
inconvenience for those travelling between Tesco’s and the 
Bus/Tram Interchange. Unfortunately, it is likely that this cannot 
be avoided as it is probable that we will have two abutting/
overlapping construction sites at the same time (only one of 
which will be in the control of the Council). It could be similar to 
when NET and Henry Boot were working simultaneously on The 
Square (please see attached photo) and it wasn’t always 
possible to maintain safe public access. Ultimately we have to 
prioritise public safety and also ensure that both projects can 
actually be built. 

 

We will investigate your suggestion of a temporary route along 
the line of the proposed permanent route but, at this stage I 
would rather under-promise and possibly over-deliver, than 
make a promise I might not have the ability to deliver. However, 
we will ensure that the diversion routes are clearly signed. 

 

Looks like a long walk round then for an indeterminate time 
frame! 

 

Judy Sleath 
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Planning Matters 

Since 2017 the Society’s Executive  Committee has been 

lobbying Broxtowe Borough Council about taking action such as 

an Article 4 Direction to control the unrestricted growth in 

Houses in Multiple Occupation (HMOs) in parts of Beeston, and 

the subsequent loss of two and three-bedroom family homes. 

Landlords and developers only need to apply for planning 

permission for HMOs occupied by more than 7 unrelated 

persons. Changes made to permitted development have meant 

that anyone can build up to a 6 metre ground floor rear 

extension, which becomes a bedroom, and at the same time 

convert the loft to accommodate one or more bedrooms, and 

this is now to be seen to be a common occurrence on streets at 

the University end of Beeston. The licensing controls that the 

City Council have in place have also contributed to this growth 

as there are currently few controls in place in Broxtowe. 

Members of the committee will now be meeting for a discussion 

with Chairs of the relevant Council Committees in September, 

and the society will cover the topic in one of our public talks later 

this year. 

Caroline Penn 
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Building Better, Building Beautiful 

 

The National Planning Policy Framework is clear that designs of 
obviously poor quality should be refused. Something that seems 
to be more observed in the breach than reality and has been 
weakened by the changes made to permitted development 
allowing much more development to take place without the need 
for planning permission. 
 
In July 2018 the Government set up the “Building Better Building 
Beautiful” Commission to investigate how the standards of 
design and community involvement in the planning processes 
could be improved. 
 
Earlier this year Civic Voice who were submitting evidence to 
the Commission, ran a Community Design Review seminar at 
their headquarters in Birmingham and invited representatives of 
Civic Societies to attend and share experiences about their 
relationship with local planning departments and planning 
applications for housing.  
 
Together with your Chair, I attended the seminar where the 
commission’s proposals were explained to us and where we 
were able to share experiences of best and worst practices of 
various local authority planning departments with other society’s 
representatives. 
 
This July the Commission published an interim report “Creating 
Space for Beauty” which can be read online. It highlights the 
need to promote the improved design and style of homes and 
high streets, to avoid identikit housing estates, to make the 
planning system operate in support of, rather than in opposition 
to better design and to solve housing problems and to ensure 
new developments are sustainable and meet community needs. 
 
Also to facilitate wider community engagement in design 
solutions at all scales and throughout plan-making and the 
development control process, including the contemporary built 
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environment as well as the historical. It recognises the need for 
planners and decision-makers to have design skills and the 
importance of place making and green infrastructure in 
development. 
 
The final report with recommendations to government is 
expected to be published in December 2019. I have to wonder 
though how popular it will prove to be with volume 
housebuilders, and whether at the end of the day the 
government will actually pay attention to and act on any of the 
final recommendations. 
 
Caroline Penn 
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Programme 2019-2020 

 

Friday September 13th Heritage Talk 

Evening talk with Simon Barton in The Engine Shop at Bartons 
Garage, High Road, Beeston. 

Doors: 6pm 

Talk: 7pm 

Finish: Whenever it finishes! 

Part of the Heritage Open Day’s weekend, “30 years on, 120 
years back" in relation to both Beeston and 
Chilwell:  Planning, transport & heritage, with a theme of a 
mystery to solve. 

Please note: This is a ticketed event, we will email all 
members to find out what interest there is and reserve as 
many tickets as are required for our members. 

We would like to thank Simon for hosting this event. 

 

PUBLIC MEETINGS.  

October – May.  The Pearson Centre Nuart Road Beeston 

7.pm for 7.30. 

 

Friday October 11th 

AGM followed by refreshments, short talk by Peter Hillier on‘The 
Sunken Church Project’ 

 

Friday November 8th 

Houses of Multiple Occupation and the impact on Beeston. 
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Friday December13th 

Chris Toomey– ‘What Makes for Good Design –‘ Building Better 
– Building Beautiful’. 

 

January10th 2020 

Town Centre Regeneration’ – Nelson Blackley (Research 
Associate Nottingham Business School) 

 

February 14th 2020 

‘Secrets and treasures of the Trent Valley’ – Stewart Craven & 
Mike Spencer  

 

The speakers for March through to May are still to be 
announced. 
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Walks 

 

FREE BLUE PLAQUE WALK IN 

CENTRAL BEESTON 

11.00am – 12.30pm Saturday 7 September, Beeston Library, 

Foster Avenue 

Curious about Beeston? A free Blue 

Plaque walk led by Alan Dance and 

Peter Robinson will start at Beeston 

Library at 11.00am on Saturday 7 

September. Open to all ages it will 

take about 90 minutes to explore 

plaques marking personalities who 

shaped our town, each within easy 

distance of the Library where we will 

finish. Dress comfortably for all 

weathers. Call Ask  Inspire at 01623 677 200, or call in person 

at Beeston Library to register your interest. All welcome. Book 

now! 

 

Beeston Heritage Walk 

2:30pm—4:30pm Sunday 15th September  Beeston Square. 

As was mentioned in the editorial, Professor John Beckett 

offered to once again provide a programme of heritage walks 

around Beeston. Two of the walks have already taken place 

and were very much enjoyed by over 30 people on each 

occasion. It has been fascinating to be able to look at the little 

clues, still remaining, that give an insight into the growth of 

Beeston over the years.  There are always some surprising 
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facts, such as that one of the occupants of a large 

house on Elm road had been the manager of one of 

the breweries at Burton-Upon-Trent and would 

commute there daily, by train, in Victorian times. I 

think to most of us, commuting is thought of as very 

much a modern thing so, surprising to find out that 

it’s not.  

The final walk, part of the heritage Open Days 

weekend, will take place on Sunday the 15th of 

September and the subject will be “Beeston’s 

Heritage Trail”. The walk commences at 2:30 from 

Beeston Square and should take around 2 hours to 

complete.  

Jim Donaghie 
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 Proposed Changes to the Society Constitution 

 

The Committee felt that our existing constitution might need 

some minor changes to make it fit for purpose for the C21st. 

To this end a small sub- committee was set up to look at both 

our and other civic society constitutions and suggest some small 

revisions and additions. We will be recommending their 

approval and adoption at the AGM in October, and you will find 

a copy of the revised document enclosed with this Newsletter. 

Large parts remain unchanged, and the changes, where made, 

are or more in line with current charity law. The sections 

containing our suggested proposals are highlighted below: 

Status: The Society shall not be aligned or affiliated to any 

particular political party. 

Aims and Objectives: minor changes to the terminology and the 

addition of  a no.13 regarding legal compliance. 

Conflict of Interest:  a new addition for the avoidance of doubt. 

Trustees: this allows for a variation in the number of trustees if 

any future executive committee feels it is necessary. 

Expenses of Administration and Application of Funds: This 

section is updated and enlarged to reflect Charity law that 

income and property must be used only to further the objects or 

purposes of the Society. Trustees have a duty to ensure funds 

are correctly applied in accordance with this. 

 

Caroline Penn/Mervyn Brown 
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Street Art 
 

The street artist Qubek (Mural Life) has completed the second 

precinct commission for Broxtowe Borough Council. This has 

been completed on the last blank wall on Station Road, opposite 

Tesco. So far the response to this one has been very 

favourable. Peter Barber has also completed a memorial of 

Owen Jenkins at the top of Station Road, above Hairven. It is 

hoped this artwork will raise the profile of the Open Water 

Education Network, set up in Owen’s name by his family. Other 

artworks are due to follow, including another sponsored by 

Broxtowe Borough Council, to brighten up the area around the 

children’s playground in Broadgate Park. 

 

Jim Donaghie 
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Climate change and our responsibility  

I think we should all be worried about climate change, while we 

do still have time to do something about it, each in our own way 

or collectively. 

The Civic Society has from its very beginnings in 1973 planted 

trees and we should be proud of the many trees planted in our 

name, not only in Bramcote, up on the ridge, but in pockets 

around Beeston and other local areas. 

We have money sitting in our bank, originally your money and I 

would like to spend some of it on a project involving Broxtowe 

Parks, Greenwood, part of Notts County Council and ourselves. 

We would have a plaque with our name on it and there could 

also be a seat maybe. 

I have had a meeting with Chris Riley, Head of Broxtowe Parks, 

and he has suggested a piece of land where we can plant trees, 

bushes, shrubs and hedging, and also wild flowers to great 

effect, whilst at the same time, because of its location, ensuring 

that it is a safe as possible from being vandalised. 

I am very aware of the vandalism that goes on in Broxtowe, 

Dovecote  Park being a main target, where many trees have 

been destroyed, and it is heart-breaking to see. I don’t want this 

to happen here and because of its situation I don’t think its 

likely. There is also water there and lots of plants already in situ, 

many wild animals and insects can also be seen, and in fact,  

when I went to view it a Heron came and landed in the water: it 

was sheer magic to me. 

Chris Riley has also involved Greenwood, an arm of Notts 

County Council who work in schools involving children in 

planting trees and fruit trees.  They really want to be involved 

and are very excited  about it. Greenwood would supply whips 

and other plants, and Broxtowe the fencing, hedging, wild 
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flowers, and of course the man power to do all the work. The 

Civic Society can pay for larger more mature trees. 

The benefits of planting trees are many and include providing a 

habitat for  insects, birds and wildlife, improving thermal 

efficiency, sequestering carbon dioxide and not least cooling 

down the surface temperature of the earth. 

Maybe this gesture from us, The Civic Society, will encourage 

others in the town to plant more trees and shrubs in their own 

gardens. I am not asking you for money, you have given the 

money already in past years subscriptions, but I do need you to 

give your support to the project. 

Finally, I haven’t told you where this area of land is situated - it 
is behind the Rugby and Football pitches on Queens road, 
opposite Dovecote Park, but you can’t really see it from the 
road as the land drops away, which we hope is going to protect 
it from mindless destruction.  You are probably also surprised 
to learn there is water there – almost a small wetland already – 
which we hope will help us to achieve nature reserve status 
through the Woodland Trust!  As the watery area is in a 
depression, it can’t be seen from the road and the sight line is 
ended by a high fence bordering the railway line. This feature of 
the landscape should also deter vandalism. 

 

Judy Sleath 
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Disclaimer 

The views and opinions expressed in this Newsletter are those 

of the individual authors and not the official stance of the 

Beeston and District Civic Society unless explicitly stated. 

Contributors: Jim Donaghie,  Caroline Penn,   Peter Robinson, 

Judy Sleath. 

Published by Beeston & District Civic Society, Charity No. 

503241. Website: www.beestoncivicsociety.org.uk 

Hon Sec: 

Mervyn Brown, 102 Bramcote Drive West, Beeston, NG9 1DU  

Email: beestoncivicsociety@googlemail.com 

Telephone enquiries to: 07722 237152 

Treasurer: Rob Murphy 

All correspondence and contributions (text and photographs) 

can be sent to the Editorial Board at either the postal or email 

addresses shown above under Hon Sec. 

Attenuation Pond 
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BARTONS PLC 
Bus and transport nostalgia in the East Midlands from a 

bygone age.  

Classic Car Drop In 

Come and see the collection of local vehicles assembled 

Beeston and District Local History Society 
The Society once again draws on its considerable archive to 

Royal British Legion (Beeston Branch) 
Lest we forget. 

Lifelines 
Lifelines is a local history group with an interest in local 

Beeston Camera Club 
A display from Beeston Camera Club members in both 

monochrome and colour.  

Beeston U3A 

Come and hear about educational, creative and leisure 

Beeston and Chilwell Quakers 
Find out more about our past, what we are involved in now 

Greening Beeston 
Share ways of living lightly on our planet. 

Beeston and District Civic Society 

Protecting the built and natural environment of Beeston  
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www.heritageopendays.org.uk 

Barton’s 

High Road Chilwell NG9 4AJ 

September 14th 2019 10am-4pm 

See Overleaf for Attendees 

Heritage Open Day 


